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Abstract  
 

Yuen Long Community Intangible Cultural Heritage Development Project is a proposal of the 

Life Encouraging Fund, a non-governmental organization based in Yuen Long district. This pilot 

project is an exemplar of an NGO working for community-based ICH education and transmission 

with a holistic development model. It covers all five domains of ICH in the district with priority 

to elements on the representative list for development as a whole. 

 

Planned activities for residents in the district are listed by domain as follows: 

1. Oral traditions and expressions: Wai Tau Dialect Interactive Classroom 

2. Performing arts: Cantonese Opera Demonstration Performance 

3. Social practices, rituals and festive events: On-site Festivals and Rituals Guided Tours 

4. Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe: On-site Making of Herbal Tea 

5. Traditional craftsmanship: Paper Crafting Technique Workshops 

 

The NGO would maintain a Facebook page as an online platform fostering communication 

between ICH bearers, bearer organizations, and other district stakeholders for the collaborative 

development of ICH. 

 

The NGO would finally publish a guide booklet with an illustrated map of ICH elements in the 

district for long-lasting promotion. 

 

With the above package, the NGO integrates various ICH resources, empowers ICH bearers and 

bearer organizations, and foster interaction between residents and ICH bearers for sustainable 

development of ICH in the Yuen Long district. Being empowered by the NGO, ICH bearers and 

bearer organizations would continue transmission on their own with more participation from 

the residents in the same district. This holistic development model of community-based ICH 

would be a valuable reference for other districts in Hong Kong. 

 

Yuen Long Community Intangible Cultural Heritage Development Project is a proposal of the 

Life Encouraging Fund, a non-governmental organization based in Yuen Long district. This pilot 

project is an exemplar of an NGO working for community-based ICH education and transmission 

with a holistic development model. It covers all five domains of ICH in the district with priority 

to elements on the representative list for development as a whole. Planned activities for 

residents in the district are listed by domain as follows: 
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Oral traditions and expressions: Wai Tau Dialect Interactive Classroom 
 

The Wai Tau dialect is declining even in villages. The NGO facilitates native villagers to conduct 

dialect courses, using vocabulary taught about daily village life. The content is focused on the 

traditional rituals and practices of villages. Small class size encourages participants to interact 

by speaking with one another. Classes are conducted in a village school on weekends to enhance 

the learning atmosphere. 

 

     
Wai Tau dialect vocabulary  

 
Village school 

 

 

Performing arts: Cantonese Opera Demonstration Performance 
 

Cantonese opera was inscribed onto the UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity. The NGO organizes troupes for a series of demonstration performances 

with guided lessons and interactive activities in Yuen Long Theatre for participants to enhance 

their knowledge of Cantonese opera and train them to appreciate this traditional art form. The 

organizer expects the participants to become regular patrons of the opera, supporting the art 

through ticket sales. 

 

 
Yuen Long Theatre 

 
Cantonese opera poster 
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Social practices, rituals, and festive events: On-site Festivals and Rituals 

Guided Tours 
 

The villages in Yuen Long preserve a number of festivals and rituals: Lantern Lighting Ritual, 

Spring Ancestral Worship, Tin Hau (Empress of Heaven) Festival, Yu Lan Ghost Festival, Jiao 

Festival, and more. The guided tours are led by folklore experts to interact with organizers of 

these events on site. This helps the residents, especially young people living in urban areas, to 

learn more about the outer villages and their traditions with an aim to narrow the urban-rural 

gap and strengthen the sense of belonging for the whole district. 

 

    
Tin Hau (Empress of Heaven) Festival 

 
Guided tour led by folklore expert in Jiao Festival 

 

Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe: On-site 

Making of Herbal Tea 
 

There is a Chinese herbal medicine garden in Yuen Long district where over a hundred herbs 

are planted. Chinese medicine practitioners introduce the herbs to participants and guide them 

to choose the right combination of herbs for tea based on the season. After attending this 

activity, participants are expected to know how to buy the herbs from medicine shops and make 

herbal tea on their own. 

 

 
Chinese herbal medicine garden 

 
Chinese medicine shop with herb sale 
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Traditional craftsmanship: Paper Crafting Technique Workshops 
 

A paper crafting master in Yuen Long leads a series of workshops to teach the technique. 

Throughout the lunar calendar, the hands-on craft making includes an ancestral lantern for 

Chinese New Year, a flower-canon for Tin Hau (Empress of Heaven) Festival, a face heaping, and 

painting of ghost master for Yu Lan Festival, a flower lantern for Mid-autumn Festival, among 

others. Potential apprentices for further training are expected to be found in the workshops. 

 

 
Paper crafting master with a lantern for new-

born sons in a village during Chinese New 

Year 

 
Flower-canons for Tin Hau 

(Empress of Heaven) Festival 

 

Being the project holder, the NGO maintains a Facebook page to post an announcement of these 

activities and other ICH news of Yuen Long district. This online platform fosters communication 

between ICH bearers, bearer organizations, and other district stakeholders for the collaborative 

development of ICH. 

 

During the project implementation, ICH illustration with text description is produced one by 

one for advertisement of the corresponding activities. In the end, a guide booklet with an 

illustrated map of ICH elements in Yuen Long district is published for the residents of and the 

travelers to Hong Kong for self-guided tours. Apart from free hard copy, electronic copy in pdf 

format is available on the internet for wider promotion. 

 

With the above package, the NGO integrates various ICH resources, empowers ICH bearers and 

bearer organizations, and foster interaction between residents and ICH bearers for sustainable 

development of ICH in the Yuen Long district. Being empowered by the NGO, ICH bearers and 

bearer organizations would continue transmission on their own with more participation from 

the residents in the same district. This holistic development model of community-based ICH 

would be a valuable reference for other districts in Hong Kong as well as other regions and 

countries. 

 


